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Salvador Dali, born on May 11, 1904, in Figueres, Catalonia, Spain,
remains one of the most intriguing and influential figures in modern art.
Known for his eccentric personality and visionary artistry, he was a central
figure in the Surrealist movement, which aimed to explore the depths of

the unconscious mind and challenge traditional artistic conventions.

Dali’s early artistic development was marked by a diverse range of
influences. Initially, he was inspired by Impressionism and Cubism,

absorbing techniques from these styles during his formative years.
However, it was his encounter with Surrealism in the late 1920s that
defined his career trajectory. The movement, led by André Breton, emphasized the exploration
of dreams, the unconscious, and the irrational. Dali’s immersion in Surrealism led him to
develop his own distinctive style, which combined meticulous realism with fantastical and
often unsettling imagery.

One of Dali’s most celebrated works is The Persistence of Memory (1931), a masterpiece that
exemplifies his innovative approach to Surrealism. The painting features melting clocks
draped over a desolate, dream-like landscape, challenging conventional perceptions of time
and reality. The melting clocks symbolize the fluidity of time and the fragility of human
perception, themes that Dali explored throughout his career. This iconic image has become a
symbol of Surrealist art and continues to captivate viewers with its strange and
thought-provoking imagery.

The artist’s influence extended beyond painting into various other media. He was a prolific
writer, producing essays and autobiographical works that shed light on his artistic philosophy.
His writings often reflected his fascination with the subconscious and the interplay between
reality and illusion. In addition to writing, Dali ventured into filmmaking, contributing to
surrealist cinema with works such as Un Chien Andalou (“An Andalusian dog” 1929), a
collaboration with filmmaker Luis Buiiuel. The film’s unconventional narrative and shocking
imagery exemplify his commitment to pushing the boundaries of artistic expression.

Dali was also known for his flamboyant personality and unconventional public appearances.
His distinctive mustache, eccentric behavior, and elaborate costumes became an integral part
of his artistic persona. He believed that the artist’s image was as important as the art itself, and
he used his public persona to challenge and engage audiences in new ways. This theatrical
approach was not just a gimmick but a reflection of his belief in the interplay between art and
personal identity.

Throughout his career, he faced both admiration and criticism. His unconventional methods
and the often disturbing nature of his work drew criticism, but they also established him as a



groundbreaking artist who defied easy categorization. Dali’s work was not just about creating
aesthetically pleasing images; it was about provoking thought, exploring the depths of human
consciousness, and challenging the conventional views of reality.

Dali’s impact on art and popular culture is profound and enduring. His innovative techniques,
such as the use of hyper-realistic detail in surreal contexts, have influenced countless artists
and continue to be studied and admired. His exploration of various media, from painting to
film, demonstrates his versatility and commitment to expanding the possibilities of artistic
expression.

Salvador Dali passed away on January 23, 1989, but his legacy lives on through his
extraordinary body of work. His art remains a testament to the power of imagination and the
ability of art to explore the deepest aspects of human experience. His contributions to
Surrealism and his influence on modern art ensure that his visionary work continues to inspire
and provoke thought long after his death.
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\ily /» After reading the text carefully, choose the correct answer:

of

1. Which art movement is Salvador Dali most associated with?
a) Impressionism
b) Cubism
c¢) Surrealism
d) Expressionism
2. What does Dali’s painting The Persistence of Memory feature?
a) Abstract shapes
b) Melting clocks
c¢) Geometric patterns
d) Portraits of famous figures

3. In addition to painting, which of the following did Dali also do?
a) Photography
b) Writing
¢) Sculpting
d) Architecture
4. What was a notable feature of Dali’s public persona?
a) His conservative dress
b) His unique mustache and eccentric behavior
c¢) His minimalist art style
d) His focus on traditional techniques
5. Which film did Salvador Dali collaborate on with Luis Buiiuel?
a) The Exterminating Angel
b) Galateia
¢) Andalusian Dog o
d) The Golden Age xﬁﬁ“ | /
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... Below you can see three of the most famous paintings by Dali. Choose one, try to describe
(1/* itin a few words and express your feelings towards it. How do you feel about Dali’s art in
general? Justify your ideas.

If you are interested in learning more about his work, you can read this article

about his illustrations for “Romeo and Juliet”:

https://www.themarginalian.org/2014/01/14/salvador-dali-romeo-juliet/
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Dali Teacher’s C1-C2

Answer Key for the multiple choice activity: 1¢) Surrealism, 2b) Melting clocks, 3b) Writing, 4.b)
His unique mustache and eccentric behavior, 5¢) Andalusian dog
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For more ideas on how to use masterpieces of Art to teach critical
thinking, you can read my blog post here:
https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/how-to-use-works-of -arts-to-teach

-critical -thinking/

And about the use of images in the language classroom, another of my
blog posts here:
https: thlessteacher.com/the-use-of -images-in-language - learni

ng/

I have made a pdf with a set of questions that I use a lot with my
students when we study all types of images, you can download it here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Questio

ns-about-images-in-class. pdf
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Painter

Salvador Dali, an author, artist and provocateur, Salvador Dali was one of the most notable figures of
the Surrealist movement. Born in 1904 in Figueras, Catalonia, Dali studied art in Madrid and
Barcelona, where he demonstrated masterful painting skills and experimented with several artistic
styles. In the late 1920s, two chief influences emerged that shaped his mature artistic style. The first
was the work of psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud that explored the erotic significance of dreams and
subconscious imagery. The second was his introduction to the Paris Surrealists, a group of artists and
writers who sought to unlock the creative potential of the human unconscious.(information from
Wikiart).

Paintings
You can see Dali’'s work online here:

https://www.wikiart.org/en/salvador-dali/all-works#!#filterName:all-paintings-chronologically.re
sultType:masonry

The first painting is called “The persistence of memory” (1931) and you can see it in the
MoMA museum in New York

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79018

The second painting is called “Galateia of the spheres” (1952) and you can see it in the Dali
Theater-Museum in Figueres

https://www.salvador-dali.org/en/museums/dali-theatre-museum-in-figueres/

The third painting is called “The enigma of Hitler” (1939) and you can see it in “Museo
Nacional Centro de Arte” in Madrid

https://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/enigma-hitler
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Zag EUXAPIOTW Tou katepaoare TO UAMKO  poul AuTOHATA  OUHQWVEITE  OTI :
To mepiexduevo amoTeAei TveupdaTiki 1310kThaia Tou S1adikTuakoU TéTou www.ruthlessteacher.com kai Tng dnpioupyou
Tou Xapion TioAdvrag kar mpooTateletal amd Tn vouoBOecia. To ekMaAISEUTIKO UAIKO 0€ €KTUTWOIUN R Yn@IaKA Hop@oh
TpoopileTal yid TTPOOWTIKA EKTTAISEUTIKA Xphon pHovo. Aev ptopei o kapia Tepimrwon va amoTeAéosl oUVOAIKA f ev pépel
avTikeigevo  mwAnong,  diampayudTteuong,  Tpomomoinong,  HeTddoone  AW/kar  diavopA¢ pe  KABe  TpdTo.
Emitpémetar oc dAAouc 81adIKTudKoUC TOTTOUC {OVO h ATTOOTIACHATIKA avadnpooicuon eKTAIdeUTIKOU UAIKOU, PE Thv
TpoUTdOeon va ouvodeleTal Ttdvra amd To évopa The ochidac (Ruthless Teacher) kai Toug oxeTIKoUG UTTEPOUVEETHOUC TTOU
avakarteuBuvouv ato http://ruthlessteacher.com/. AmayopeleTal n avauetddoon Kkai Koivomoinon UTEPOUVBECHWY TToU
odnyouv o€ ameuBeiag TPOPOAR Kai amoBhkeuoh/download TWv apxeiwv.
TToAAG euxapioTw oe: Canva, Wikipedia, Wikiart, Pixabay, Pexels, Google Fonts kai 6Aa Ta pouceia ota omoia ppiokovral
Ta épya TéXvng.
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