


Amedeo Modigliani
“The function of Art is to struggle against obligation.” Amedeo Modigliani

Amedeo Modigliani was one of the most famous and controversial artists of the 20th

century. He was an Italian painter and sculptor born on July 12, 1884, in Livorno, Italy.
He is best known for his unique and distinctive style, characterized by elongated figures
and portraits with smooth, graceful lines. Modigliani’s work is often associated with the
early 20th-century art movement known as Modernism, which sought to break away
from traditional artistic conventions.

He was born into a Jewish family with lively, forward-thinking parents who encouraged
his artistic leanings. He had a close relationship with his mother, who taught him at
home until he was 10 due to various health problems he had as a child.

Modigliani began his artistic studies in Florence and later
moved to Paris, where he became part of the vibrant art
community in Montmartre. In Paris, the centre of the
avant-garde movement, Modigliani worked at a furious
pace. He was influenced by a variety of styles, including
Cubism and African art, which were popular among
contemporary artists. His work, however, developed its own
unique character, marked by its elegant simplicity and
emotional depth.

One of Modigliani’s most recognizable features is his
portraiture. His paintings often depict individuals with
elongated faces and necks, as well as simplified, smooth

forms. This style is evident in famous works like Portrait of Jeanne Hébuterne (1919),
which portrays his muse and partner. Modigliani’s portraits are noted for their elegance,
sensitivity, and the way they capture the inner essence of his subjects.

In addition to painting, Modigliani was also a talented sculptor. His sculptures, like his
paintings, exhibit a similar elongated and stylized quality. His sculpture work, although
less known than his paintings, reflects his interest in classical forms and his desire to
express human beauty in a new and innovative way.

Despite his artistic achievements, Modigliani’s life was marked by personal struggles.
He faced financial difficulties and battled with health issues, including tuberculosis.



Modigliani’s lifestyle was also characterized by bohemian excesses and a series of
tumultuous relationships. Tragically, he died on January 24, 1920, at the age of 36, from
complications related to tuberculosis and malnutrition. Jeanne was pregnant with their
second child at the time. Inconsolable by grief she killed herself the following day.

Modigliani’s work gained significant recognition posthumously. Today, he is celebrated
for his distinctive approach to portraiture and his ability to convey profound emotion
through simple yet evocative forms. His art continues to be admired for its beauty,
grace, and innovative spirit, and Modigliani remains an important figure in the history
of modern art.

After carefully reading the text, answer the questions below:

1. Describe Modigliani’s artistic style and how it differs from traditional art forms.

2. What influence did Modigliani’s time in Paris have on his work?

3. What are some notable features of Modigliani’s portraits?

4. What challenges did Modigliani face in his life, and how did they affect him?

5. How is Modigliani’s work viewed today compared to when he was alive?



Look at the paintings of Modigliani and answer the questions:

1 Can you find a common characteristic that all four paintings have?

2 The first painting is of Jeanne Hebuterne, Modigliani’s lover that ended her life
the day after he died while pregnant with their second child. Now that you put a
face to that story, how do you feel about her decision?

3 These people portrayed here were not famous in their lifetime. Yet, we see these
paintings in museums, we study them in various lessons, we make comments online
and share our opinion making them immortal along with the artist. How do you
think these people would feel if they knew about their immortality?

4 What are your feelings when you look at these paintings? Why do you think this
is?

5 Is there anything you would like to ask the artist if you could?



Modigliani Teacher’s C1-C2

1. Describe Modigliani’s artistic style and how it differs from traditional art forms.

Modigliani’s artistic style is characterized by elongated figures and smooth, graceful lines.
Unlike traditional art, which often focused on realistic detail, Modigliani’s work emphasized
elegance and emotional depth with simplified forms.

2. What influence did Modigliani’s time in Paris have on his work?

Modigliani’s time in Paris exposed him to various modern art styles, including Cubism and
African art. However, he developed his own unique style that combined these influences with
his personal vision.

3. What are some notable features of Modigliani’s portraits?

Modigliani’s portraits are notable for their elongated faces and necks. They also have smooth,
simplified forms that give them an elegant and sensitive appearance.

4. What challenges did Modigliani face in his personal life, and how did they affect him?

Modigliani faced financial difficulties and health issues, including tuberculosis which
eventually killed him. His bohemian lifestyle and troubled relationships also added to his
personal challenges, affecting his well-being.

5. How is Modigliani’s work viewed today compared to when he was alive?

Modigliani’s work was not widely recognized during his lifetime, but he gained significant
acclaim after his death. Today, he is celebrated for his distinctive portraiture and innovative
approach to art.



TEACHING TIPS

For more ideas on how to use masterpieces of Art to teach critical

thinking, you can read my blog post here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/how-to-use-works-of-arts-to-teach

-critical-thinking/

And about the use of images in the language classroom, another of my

blog posts here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/the-use-of-images-in-language-learni

ng/

I have made a pdf with a set of questions that I use a lot with my

students when we study all types of images, you can download it here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Questio

ns-about-images-in-class.pdf
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Painter

Amedeo Modigliani was the epitome of a tragic artist. Born to a bourgeois family in Italy, he
later shunned his academic upbringing and willingly devolved into a poverty stricken
vagabond. (information from Wikiart).

Paintings

You can see Modigliani’s work online here:

https://www.wikiart.org/en/amedeo-modigliani/all-works#!#filterName:all-paintings-chronologic
ally,resultType:masonry

The first painting is called “Jeanne Hebuterne” (1919) and it is in a private collection

The second painting is called “The Cellist” (1909) and it is in a private collection

The third painting is called “Portrait of a woman in a black tie” (1917) and it is in a private
collection

The fourth painting is called “Little girl in blue” (1918) and it is in a private collection

https://www.wikiart.org/en/amedeo-modigliani
https://www.wikiart.org/en/amedeo-modigliani/all-works#!#filterName:all-paintings-chronologically,resultType:masonry
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