


Georges Seurat

Pointillism and Georges Seurat

Pointillism is a special painting style that started at the end of the 19th
century. It was invented by Georges Seurat, a French artist. Instead of
using brushes, Seurat painted with small dots of color. When you look
at the painting from far away, the dots mix together to create a
beautiful image.

Seurat’s most famous painting is A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of
La Grande Jatte. In this painting, you can see people relaxing in a
park by the water. The small dots of color make the scene look very
bright and lively.

Pointillism is different from other styles because it shows how colors become one
together. Seurat believed that this technique could bring more light in his paintings. His
work is very important for modern art.

After reading the text, answer the questions below:

1.What makes Pointillism different from other ways of painting?

2. What can you see in Seurat’s painting A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of
La Grande Jatte? (you can see the painting on the next page)

3. Do you think it is easier to paint this way or more difficult?



Look at the paintings of Seurat below and write two sentences about your feelings:

1. My feelings:

2. My feelings:

3. Do you like this style of painting? Why/Why not?

4. If you want, you can colour the painting A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of
La Grande Jatte with your own choice of colours on the next page



A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte
by George Seurat

Colour the famous painting again using your own colours. You can
use dots like Seurat did or your own style. Be creative!

Made by:

Date:



Seurat Teacher’s A2

Answer the questions:

1. What makes Pointillism different from other ways of painting?
They used small dots in Pointillism and not brushes

2. What can you see in Seurat’s painting A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La
Grande Jatte?
You can see people relaxing in a park by the water. Describe the people and the
scene in the painting in more details.

TEACHING TIPS

For more ideas on how to use masterpieces of Art to teach critical thinking,

you can read my blog post here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/how-to-use-works-of-arts-to-teach-critic

al-thinking/

And about the use of images in the language classroom, another of my blog

posts here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/the-use-of-images-in-language-learning/

I have made a pdf with a set of questions that I use a lot with my students

when we study all types of images, you can download it here:

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Questions-ab

out-images-in-class.pdf

https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/how-to-use-works-of-arts-to-teach-critical-thinking/
https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/how-to-use-works-of-arts-to-teach-critical-thinking/
https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/the-use-of-images-in-language-learning/
https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Questions-about-images-in-class.pdf
https://www.ruthlessteacher.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Questions-about-images-in-class.pdf


Painter

Georges-Pierre Seurat (1859 –1891) was a French post-Impressionist painter and draftsman.
He is noted for his innovative use of drawing media and for devising the painting techniques
known as chromoluminarism and pointillism. His large-scale work, A Sunday Afternoon on
the Island of La Grande Jatte (1884–1886), altered the direction of modern art by initiating
Neo-impressionism, and is one of the icons of late 19th-century painting. (information from
Wikiart).

You can see his work online here:

https://www.wikiart.org/en/georges-seurat/all-works#!#filterName:all-paintings-chronologically,
resultType:masonry

Paintings

The painting in the text is a self portrait of the artist

The first painting is called “The Eiffel Tower” (1889) and you can see it in the Fine Arts
Museum in San Francisco

https://www.famsf.org/artworks/eiffel-tower

The second painting is called “Sunday afternoon on the island of La Grande Jatte” (1884-6)
and you can see it in the Art Institute in Chicago

https://www.artic.edu/artworks/27992/a-sunday-on-la-grande-jatte-1884

The third painting is called “The Circus” (1890-1) and you can see it in Musee d’ Orsay in
Paris

https://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/artworks/le-cirque-542
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https://www.famsf.org/artworks/eiffel-tower
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/27992/a-sunday-on-la-grande-jatte-1884
https://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/artworks/le-cirque-542
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