


Why we say “OK”- Vox
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs

Before you watch the video, do the vocabulary exercise below matching the words with
their definitions. You should use a dictionary for help.

a.vernacular ..a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of time

b.slang ..being in accordance with the law and the accepted rules and standards

c.affirmative ..everyday language spoken by people as distinguished from the literary language

d.legitimate ..shortened form of a word or phrase used chiefly in writing to represent the complete form

e.fad ..asserting that something is true or correct, as with the answer "yes"

f.abbreviation ..kind of language occurring in casual and playful speech for added raciness, humor etc

Watch the video and complete the sentences:

OK might be the most recognizable word on the planet, it is ………………. to communication
everywhere.

It traces back to an 1830s fad of ……………….. misspelling abbreviations in Boston.

In ……… the OK abbreviation for the common phrase “all right” was first published in the Boston
Morning Post. Soon it was spread around the …………….. by many papers.

The president Van Buren adopted it as a …………….. for his campaign and this was the event that
established OK in the American …………………..

The invention of the telegraph which debuted in 1844 helped OK to pass from slang into ………………..
functional use. It was soon adopted as a standard …………………………. that a transmission was
received.

Another reason that it became widespread has to do with how OK looks, more …………………. how the
letter K looks and sounds. English words starting with K are not common, it’s …………… 22nd in the
English alphabet. This fact spurred an overuse of the letter by ………………. in the early 20th century in
their effort to make the products memorable.

By the 1890s OK’s origins were mostly forgotten and newspapers began to ………….. its history
supporting untrue theories, some of which people still …………….

Today we use it as the ……………….. neutral affirmative because it affirms without evaluating, it doesn’t
…………… any feelings. We don’t even keep track of how much we use it. It was ……………… the first
word spoken when humans landed on the moon.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs


Why we say “OK”- Vox Teacher’s C1-C2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs

Before you watch the video, do the vocabulary exercise below matching the words with
their definitions. You should use a dictionary for help.

a.vernacular . .e.a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of time

b.slang .d.being in accordance with the law and the accepted rules and standards

c.affirmative .a.everyday language spoken by people as distinguished from the literary language

d.legitimate .f.shortened form of a word or phrase used chiefly in writing to represent the complete form

e.fad .c.asserting that something is true or correct, as with the answer "yes"

f.abbreviation .b.kind of language occurring in casual and playful speech for added raciness, humor

Watch the video and complete the sentences:

OK must be the most recognizable word on the planet, it is essential to communication everywhere.

It traces back to an 1830s fad of intentionally misspelling abbreviations in Boston.

In 1839 the OK abbreviation for the common phrase “all right” was first published in the Boston Morning Post. Soon it was
spread around the country by many papers.

The president Van Buren adopted it as a nickname for his campaign and this was the event that established OK in the American
vernacular.

The invention of the telegraph which debuted in 1844 helped OK to pass from slang into legitimate functional use. It was soon
adopted as a standard acknowledgement that a transmission was received.

The second reason that it became widespread has to do with how OK looks, more specifically how the letter K looks and sounds.
English words starting with K are not common, it’s ranked 22nd in the English alphabet. This fact spurred an overuse of the letter
by advertisers in the early 20th century in their effort to make the products memorable.

By the 1890s OK’s origins were mostly forgotten and newspapers began to debate its history supporting untrue theories, some of
which people still believe.

Today we use it as the ultimate neutral affirmative because it affirms without evaluating, it doesn’t convey any feelings. We
don’t even keep track of how much we use it. It was arguably the first word spoken when humans landed on the moon.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs


Vox is a general interest news site owned by Vox Media

You can check out their Youtube channel here:

https://www.youtube.com/@Vox

or their website here:

https://www.vox.com/

The copyright of the photos included here belongs to the production company and the artists who
have created them.

https://www.youtube.com/@Vox
https://www.vox.com/


Thank you for downloading my material! By downloading this you are agreeing that:

The content is the intellectual property of the website www.ruthlessteacher.com and its creator Charisi Giolanta and is

protected by law. All the material in print or digital form is intended for personal educational use only. It may in no way be

sold, traded, modified, transmitted and/or distributed in whole or in part, nor translated and adapted. Only fragmentary

republishing of this educational material is permitted on other websites, provided it is always accompanied by the page

name (Ruthless Teacher) and relevant hyperlinks redirecting to http://ruthlessteacher.com/. Retransmission and sharing

of hyperlinks that lead to direct viewing and saving/downloading of the files is prohibited.

Major thanks to: Canva, Slidesmania, Wikipedia, Pixabay, Pexels, Google Fonts

For any questions you may have you can message me at info@ruthlessteacher.com

Σας ευχαριστώ που κατεβάσατε το υλικό μου! Αυτόματα συμφωνείτε ότι :

Το περιεχόμενο αποτελεί πνευματική ιδιοκτησία του διαδικτυακού τόπου www.ruthlessteacher.com και της δημιουργού του

Χαρίση Γιολάντας και προστατεύεται από τη νομοθεσία. Το εκπαιδευτικό υλικό σε εκτυπώσιμη ή ψηφιακή μορφή προορίζεται για

προσωπική εκπαιδευτική χρήση μόνο. Δεν μπορεί σε καμία περίπτωση να αποτελέσει συνολικά ή εν μέρει αντικείμενο πώλησης,

διαπραγμάτευσης, τροποποίησης, μετάδοσης ή/και διανομής με κάθε τρόπο. Επιτρέπεται σε άλλους

διαδικτυακούς τόπους μόνο η αποσπασματική αναδημοσίευση εκπαιδευτικού υλικού, με την προϋπόθεση να συνοδεύεται πάντα

από το όνομα της σελίδας (Ruthless Teacher) και τους σχετικούς υπερσυνδέσμους που ανακατευθύνουν στο

http://ruthlessteacher.com/. Απαγορεύεται η αναμετάδοση και κοινοποίηση υπερσυνδέσμων που οδηγούν σε απευθείας

προβολή και αποθήκευση/download των αρχείων.

Πολλά ευχαριστώ σε: Canva, Slidesmania, Wikipedia, Pixabay, Pexels, Google Fonts

Για ο,τιδήποτε χρειάζεστε μπορείτε να επικοινωνήσετε μαζί μου στο info@ruthlessteacher.com

Follow me for more educational material-Ακολουθήστε με για περισσότερο υλικό
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