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Why we say “OK”- Vox

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHQOs

09 Before you watch the video, do the vocabulary exercise below matching the words with
~=="their definitions. You should use a dictionary for help.

a.vernacular ..a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of time

b.slang ..being in accordance with the law and the accepted rules and standards

c.affirmative ..everyday language spoken by people as distinguished from the literary language
d.legitimate  ..shortened form of a word or phrase used chiefly in writing to represent the complete form
e.fad ..asserting that something is true or correct, as with the answer "yes"

f.abbreviation ..kind of language occurring in casual and playful speech for added raciness, humor etc

&

===  Watch the video and complete the sentences:

OK might be the most recognizable word on the planet, it 1S ................... to communication
everywhere.

It traces back toan 1830sfadof .................... misspelling abbreviations in Boston.

In ........ the OK abbreviation for the common phrase “all right” was first published in the Boston
Morning Post. Soon it was spread around the ................. by many papers.

The president Van Buren adopted it as a ................. for his campaign and this was the event that
established OK in the American .......................

The invention of the telegraph which debuted in 1844 helped OK to pass fromslanginto ....................
functional use. It was soon adopted as a standard .................ccoiiiienn.... that a transmission was
received.

Another reason that it became widespread has to do with how OK looks, more how the
letter K looks and sounds. English words starting with K are not common, it’s ............... 22" in the
English alphabet. This fact spurred an overuse of the letter by ................... in the early 20™ century in
their effort to make the products memorable.

By the 1890s OK'’s origins were mostly forgotten and newspapers began to .............. its history
supporting untrue theories, some of which people still ................

Today we useitasthe .................... neutral affirmative because it affirms without evaluating, it doesn’t
............... any feelings. We don’t even keep track of how much we use it. It was .................. the first
word spoken when humans landed on the moon.

ngfivvv.ruthtessteacher.com
bl


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs

Why we say “OK”- Vox Teacher’s C1-C2

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs

Before you watch the video, do the vocabulary exercise below matching the words with
their definitions. You should use a dictionary for help.

a.vernacular . .e.a fashion that is taken up with great enthusiasm for a brief period of time

b.slang .d.being in accordance with the law and the accepted rules and standards
c.affirmative .a.everyday language spoken by people as distinguished from the literary language
d.legitimate .f.shortened form of a word or phrase used chiefly in writing to represent the complete form
e.fad .c.asserting that something is true or correct, as with the answer "yes"

f.abbreviation .b.kind of language occurring in casual and playful speech for added raciness, humor

/ Watch the video and complete the sentences:
=

OK must be the most recognizable word on the planet, it is essential to communication everywhere.

It traces back to an 1830s fad of intentionally misspelling abbreviations in Boston.

In 1839 the OK abbreviation for the common phrase “all right” was first published in the Boston Morning Post. Soon it was
spread around the country by many papers.

The president Van Buren adopted it as a nickname for his campaign and this was the event that established OK in the American
vernacular.

The invention of the telegraph which debuted in 1844 helped OK to pass from slang into legitimate functional use. It was soon
adopted as a standard acknowledgement that a transmission was received.

The second reason that it became widespread has to do with how OK looks, more gpecifically how the letter K looks and sounds.
English words starting with K are not common, it’s ranked 22™ in the English alphabet. This fact spurred an overuse of the letter
by advertisers in the early 20" century in their effort to make the products memorable.

By the 1890s OK'’s origins were mostly forgotten and newspapers began to debate its history supporting untrue theories, some of
which people still believe.

Today we use it as the ultimate neutral affirmative because it affirms without evaluating, it doesn’t convey any feelings. We

don’t even keep track of how much we use it. It was arguably the first word spoken when humans landed on the moon.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UnIDL-eHOs

Vox is a general interest news site owned by Vox Media

You can check out their Youtube channel here:

https://www.youtube.com/@Vox

or their website here:

https://lwww.vox.com/

The copyright of the photos included here belongs to the production company and the artists who
have created them.


https://www.youtube.com/@Vox
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Zacg EUXAPIOTW Tou karepaocare TO VAIKO pou! Autouara OUHQWVEITE oTi

To mepiexdpevo amoTteAei TveupaTiki 1810KThaia Tou 81adikTuakoU TOToU www.ruthlessteacher.com kai Tng dhpioupyoU Tou
Xapion ToAdvTag Kai pooTateUeTal amd Tn vopoOeaia. To eKMAISEUTIKO UAIKO 0 EKTUTIWOIKN R Yh@laKA Hop@h TipoopileTal yia
TPOOWTIKA eKTTAIBEUTIKA Xphoh Wovo. Aev pmopei o Kapia TepimTwon va amoTeAéosl OUVOAIKA A v HEPEI AVTIKEIPEVO TTWANONG,
diampayudTeuong, TpomoToinong, HeTadoong A/Kkai Siavopuic pe KaBe TpoTo. EmTtpémeTal o dAAoug
81adIkTUakoUG TOTTOUG WOVO h aTooTacHaTikh avadnyocicuon eKTaideuTikoU UAIKOU, pe Tnv TtpoUmoBeon va ouvodeleTal Tdvra
amé TO0 Ovopa Thng ochidac (Ruthless Teacher) kai Toug oXeTikoUC UTEPOUVEEOHOUC TOU aAvakateuBUvouv oOTo
http://ruthlessteacher.com/. AmayopeUeTal n avapeTddoon Kdi KoIVOTOiNON UTEPOUVIEOHWY Tou odnyoUv ot ameuBeiag
TPoPOoAR Kai amoBhkeuon/download TWV apxeiwv.
TToAAG euxapioTw oe: Canva, Slidesmania, Wikipedia, Pixabay, Pexels, Google Fonts
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