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Introduction to Greek
Grammar
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The Greek language has one of the most
extensive vocabularies in the world. All Greek
words can be categorized into 10 different
parts of speech that are either inflected or
non inflected.

H eAANVIKA YAWO OO £XEI £va ATTO TA TTIO
TTAoUCI1a 0€ €UPOG AeCIAOYIO OTOV KOOMO. OAgg
ol EAANVIKEC Aé€eig xwpilovTal o€ 10 pépn Tou
AOGYOU TO OTTroid €ITE KAIVOVTAI EITE TTAPAPNEVOUV

AKAITA. E I
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Inflection is the modification of a word to express
concepts such as tense, number, person. When a
word is not inflected this means that its form never
changes in speech.

KAion AEYETAI N TPOTTOTTOINCT MIAG AEENC VIO VA
EKPPACEI EVVOIEC OTTWCS O XPOVOC TOU PAMATOG, O
apIOuOGg, TO TTPOcWTTO. OTaV MIa AEEN €ival AKAITH AuTO
onNMUAivel o1l N popcpn Tng 6£v aAAaZal OTO Aoyo
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Inflected words
KAITEG AECEIG

articles, nouns, adjectives,
pronouns, verbs, participles

apBpa, oucIaoTIKG, eTiBETQ,
AVTWVUUIEG, PrMATA, NETOXES

@‘.i}%vvv.ruthtessteacher.com

Non inflected words
AKAITEG AECEIG

adverbs, prepositions,
conjunctions, interjections

ETIPPAMATA, TIPOBETEIC,
oUVvOEC O, ETIIPWVNUATA

~
da
:ﬂ.‘.l



ERCRENCDN

SLIDESMANIA.COM

Types of inflection—- Eidn kAicewv

Declension Conjugation

The inflection of articles, The inflection of verbs

nouns, adjectives, pronouns ) )
H kKAion Twv pnuaTtwyv

H kAion Twv apBpwyv,
OUOCIAOTIKWY, ETUOETWY,
AVTWVUMIWV

o,
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Declension
KAION TWV OVOUATWYV
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Declension is the whole set of different
forms that a declinable word may have.
Declinable words are articles, pronouns,
nouns, adjectives, passive participles.

KAion AEyeTal TO OUVOAO TWV OINPOPETIKWV
MOP@PWYV TTOU MIO KAITR AEEN MTTOPEI va EXEI.
KAITEG A£€eIG gival Ta ApBpa, Ol AVTWVUUIEG, TA
OUCIOOTIKA, TA £TTIOETA, O TTOONTIKEG METOXEG.



First characteristic of declension
Each different form a declinable word may
have is called Case. We have 4 cases in Greek.

[MpwTO XOPAKTNPEICTIKO TS KAIONS TWV OVOUATWY
KdaOe O10OPETIKN HOPPN TTOU TTAIPVEI MIO KAITN
AEEN AeyeTal NMTwon. 'Exoupe 4 TTWOEIC OTA

EAANVIKA.
.
.ruthlessteachéricom /




WOJVINVWS3AITS

0 avdpag / n yuvaika / To taidi
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Genitive i i
FEvIKA TOU Avdpa / TnG yuvaikag / Tou ttaidio

TOV Avdopa / Tn yuvaika / To Ttaidi

avopa / yuvaika / Ttaidi
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The Greek case system exists in order to
indicate certain grammatical
relationships among the words of a
sentence like the subject and the object.

O1 TTTWOEIG UTTAPYXOUV YIA VA OEIXVOUV TIG
OUVTOKTIKEG OXEOEIC TTOU EXOUV Ol AECEIC
og MIO TTPOTOON, VIO TTOPAOEIYUO TO
UTTOKEIMEVO KOI TO OVTIKEIMEVO.
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H yuvaika ayatrdael Tov avopa

n yuvaika TOV avopa
OvouaoTIKN-YTIOKEINEVO AITaTikN-AVTIKEINEVO
Nominative-Subject Accusative-Object

She loves him

she him
OvouaoTIKR-YTIOKEIMEVO AITaTikA-AVTIKEINEVO
Nominative-Subject Accusative-Object

0y
aﬁ;’ﬁig%wvw.ruthtessteacher.com



It is because of the case system that
word order in Greek sentences is
relatively flexible.

AOYW TWV TTTWOEWV N CEIPA TWV AECEWV

OTIC EAANVIKEG TTPOTACEIC EIVAI OXETIKA
EUEAIKTN.
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In English

The cat eats the mouse
The mouse eats the cat

The two sentences have different
meaning. The word order is what
shows the subject and the object of
the verb.

O1 dUO TIPOTACEIC £XOUV DIAPOPETIKO
vonua. H ogipd Twv Aégewv deixvel
TO UTTOKEIPEVO KOl TO AVTIKEIMEVO TOU

prMaTog,

H ydra Tpwel TOV MOVTIKO

i
In Greek -
VR

Tov TTOVTIKO TPpWEI N yaTa

The two sentences have the same meoniF
The case of the noun is what shows the
subject and the object of the verb. The word
order is chosen for emphasis.

O1 duo tpoTaceig £xouv idIo vonua. H ttw
TOU OUCIAOTIKOU DEIXVEI TO UTTIOKEIUMEVO KAl TO
QVTIKEIMEVO TOU priNaToc. H oeipd Twv AEC
ETUAEYETAI VIO EUPAOCN.




Second characteristic of declension
All declinable words have 3 different genders:
masculine, feminine, neuter

0 AvOpa¢G — N Yuvaika — To TTaidi

AgUTEPO XAPAKTNPICTIKO TS KAIONS TWV OVOUATWY
‘OAegg o1 KAITEG A€Celg Exouv 3 yévn:
OPOEVIKO, ONAUKO, OUDETEPO

/4
.ruthlessteachér.com /




Third characteristic of declension
All declinable words have 2 different numbers:
singular and plural

0 AvOpacg — ol AVOPEC
N YUVOIKO — Ol YUVOIKEG
TO TTaOi — TA TTOIOIN
TPITO XAPAKTNPIOTIKO TNS KAIONS TWV OVOUATWYV

‘OAegg o1 KAITEG AéCelg Exouv 2 aplOuoug:
EVIKOG KOl TTANOUVTIKOG

.ruthlessteachér.com
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Declinable words that define each other must
have the same gender, number and case.

OUTA N AoTTPn YaTd
EKEIVOUG TOUC BHEYAAOUG OKUAOUG

O1 KAITEG AECEIC TTOU TTPOCOIoPICOUV N MI TNV
AAAN TTPETTEI VO £XOUV TO i0I0 YEVOC, APIOUO Kal

mTwon.
8 thlesst
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Let’s review some facts about declension

Genders
Mévn

ases Numbers
Mrwoeig ApiOpuoi

Nominative- OvopaoTikni Masculine- Apoeviké Singular- Evikég
Genitive- evikn Feminine- ®nAuké Plural- MTAnBuvTIKOG
Accusative- AITIaTIKNA Neutral- Oudértepo

Vocative- KAnNTIKA

B " E
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Conjugation
H KAion TwV pnUATWYV

q{g‘t “www.ruthlessteacher.com



I'IrST CNRAraccerisuic o1 conjugation
Verbs are divided into 2 main categories

depending on their endings, these are called
Conjugations (first and second, the second has
two subgroups)

[MpWTO XOPAKTNPICTIKO TNG KAIONS TWV PNUATWY
Ta pRuata xwpilovral o€ OUO BACIKESC KATNYOPIES
OVAAOYO ME TIGC KATOANEEIC TOUG, QUTEC AEyovTal
Yuluyieg (TTpwTn Kal Se0TEPN, N BeUTEPN £XEI BUO

UTTOKOTNYOPIEG)
/4
sruthlessteachéficom /
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Conjugations of verbs- 2uluyieg Twv pNUATWYV

2nd conjugation-1st class
B’ Zuluyia-1n 1agn

Passive
MadnTikn

Active Passive Active Passive Active
EvepynTikni MadnTikA EvepynTIKA MadnTikn EvepynTikn
-W -oal -W -1€paI -W
MANPWVW TIANPWvoual ayoamnw ayariéual Bcwpw

.ruth(essteacwl, / /

-oupal-apal-wua

Oswpoupuai

Yy 4




Second characteristic of conjugation
Verbs have 3 different persons (first, second, third)

ist 2nd 3rd
EYW MIAAW - €00 TTNYAIVEIC — OQUTOG/OUTH/AUTO €PXETAI
EMEIC MIAQME — ECEIGC MIAATE — OUTOI EpXOVTaI

AgUTEPO XUAPOAKTNPIOTIKO TNG KAIONS TWV pPNUATWYV
Ta pApaTta €xouv 3 Tpéowtra (TTpwTo, SEUTEPO, TPITO)

/4
.ruthlessteachér.com /




Third characteristic of conjugation
Verbs have 2 different numbers (singular-plural)

EYW MIAQW - . EMEIG MIAQME
E0U TTNYAIVEIG -~ EO0EIC TTNYAIVETE
OUTOG/aUTH/AUTO EPXETAI-— OAUTOI EPYXOVTal

TpiTo XapaKTNPIOTIKO TG KAIONG TWV PNUATWY
Ta pAparta €xouv 2 apiBuoUg (EviKOg —TTANBUVTIKOG)

/4
.ruthlessteachér.com /




Fourth characteristic of conjugation
Verbs have 5 different moods (indicative,

subjunctive, imperative, infinitive, participle)
depending on the way they are presented in a
sentence.

TETOPTO XAPOKTNPIOTIKO TS KAIONG TWV PNUATWY

Ta pApaTa £xouv D S1a@opeTIKEG eyKAioeIg (OpIOTIKN,
UTTOTOKTIKF, TTPOCTAKTIKI], ATTAPEMPATO, HETOXN) avAAoyd
ME TOV TPOTTO TTOU TTOPOUCIAlOVTAIl OTNV TTPOTAOCN.

/e
/ .ruthlessteachér.com ”
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Moods of the verb- EykAiosic puatog

Indicative
OpIOoTIKA

Imperative Infinitive Participle
NMPpOoOTAKTIKA Amtapép@aTo Metoxn

onuepa BpEXEI Afw va TAawW ‘EAa edw! EXW OVOIgEl MIAWVTOG
EXEIG AVOIEEI AVOOTOTWUEVOG
something real possibility-wish Order
KATI TIPAYHOTIKO mbavornTa-guxn EVTOAN The verb formthat  present and past
does not change participle
GKAITOG TUTTOG METOXN EVECTWTA
PAMATOG KOl TTOPOKEIMEVOU




Fifth characteristic of conjugation
Verbs have 8 different tenses ( Present, Past

Continuous, Past Simple, Future Simple, Future
Continuous, Present Perfect, Past Perfect, Future
Perfect) that show when the action happens.

[MEPTTTO XOPAKTNPIOTIKO TS KAIONG TWV PNUATWY

Ta pApata £xouv 8 diagpopeTikoug xpovoug ( EveoTwrag,
MNapataTikdg, AGPIoTOG, 2TIYMIaiog MEAAoOvVTAG,
E¢akoAouBnTikog MéEAAovVTOG, Napakeipevog, YITEPOUVTEAIKOG,

YuvteAeopévog MéAAovTag) TTou deixvouv TToTeE ocupBaivel n
TPALH.

suthlessteachér.com
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EveoTwracg v v v . v
Present Simple+Continuous IInyaive poita twpa / kale pepa

TTapararikog
Past Continuous

ITepmatooa pHOvVOC LoV YU WPEC YTEC
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Oa eUYyw amoype

Oa peietaw OAN 1N foouada

AdpioTog Euta pa opaia 10Ttopia Y Teg
Past Simple
Tapakeipevog '‘Exm &1 avt) v tawvia

Present Perfect

Eiya pael tpwv €pOw

Oa €M TEASIWOEL UEYPL AVPLO

SLIDESMANIA.COM



Sixth characteristic of conjugation
Verbs have 2 different voices ( active-passive) that show if

the subject acts or if they are affected by the action of the
verb.

‘EKTO XApaKTNPIOTIKO TNG KAIONG TWV PNUATWY

Ta pApaTa £xouv 2 SIaQOPETIKEG PWVEG ( EveEPYNTIKA-TTAONTIKNA)
TTOU OEIXVOUV OV TO UTTOKEIMEVO EVEPYEI I AV ETTNPEAJETAI ATTO
TNV EVEPYEIQ TOU PHHATOG.




Seventh characteristic of conjugation
Verbs have 4 different diathesis ( active, mediopassive,

passive, neutral). They have to do with the meaning of
each verb and the type of action it describes.

‘EBOoONO XaPOAKTNPEIOTIKO TNS KAIONG TWV PNUATWY

Ta pApata £xouv 4 diapopeTikég dlabéoeig ( evepynTIKn, éon,
maénTikn, oudétepn). H 31dBeon e§aprdral amwd Tn onuacia Tou
KABE pAHATOG KaI TOV TUTTO TNG TTPAENG TTOU TTEPIYPAPEL.

suthlessteachér.com
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Diathesis - Al00eo€ig

rpapw Eva ypapua
the subject is doing an action- To umtokeipyevo evepyei
NTUVopuaIl KAOe Ttpwi

Mediopassive
Méon

the subject is doing an action and it is also affected by it
TO UTTOKEIPEVO EVEPYEI KOl TAUTOXPOVA OEXETAI TNV EVEPYEIX

To AouAoudI TTOTIOTNKE ATIO HEVA

the subject is affected by the action of the verb
TO UTTOKEIMEVO OEXETAI TNV EVEPYEION TOU PHHATOG

To taudi KoipaTai

the subjectis in a state
TO UTTOKEIPEVO BPIOKETAI O HIO KATACTAOT
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In Greek it is not always necessary to add the subject
because verbs have a different form for each person
so0 the verb shows us which person we are talking
about. We use pronouns when we want to make the
content more clear or for emphasis.

E N

2100 EAANVIKA O€V gival atrapaiTnTo VA UTTAPXEI UTTOKEIMEVO
VIOTi Ta PAMOTO €XOUV OINQPOPETIKN MOPPR VYia KAOe
TTPOCWTTO KAl £TCI TO PAMO MOG OEIXVEI YIO TTOIO TTPOCWTTO
MIAQUE. XPNOIMOTTOIOUME OVTWVUMIEGC OTav B€Aoupe va
KAVOUHE TO VONMO CEKABOPO N v OWOOUNE ENPACT).

BB EG. i 2BB" BEBD
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Let’s review some facts about conjugation

Conjugations- ZuluyicSyy

enses- XpOovol K] A-B(1+2)
Eveotwrag-INapartatikdg- 4
MEANOVTAG 2TIYHIaioG-MEANOVTAG
E&akoAouBnTIKOG-AOPIOTOC- EvepynTikn-Meon- .
MNapokeipevog-YmepouvTEAIKOG- [MaBnTIKA-OudéTepPn Voices- Pwvic X
ZuvteAeapévog MENoVTag EvepynTikA-MNadnTikA

oods- EykAioe1CIs) -
Persons- Mp6CWTIEK ]

OpIOTIKA-YTIOTOKTIKA- MpwTo -AeUTEPO-TEITO
[MpoOTAKTIKA-ATIAPENPATO- Numbers- Ap10po N4

MeToxn.

BR BEEG

EvIKOG-TTIANBUVTIKOC
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I hope you
have fun
studying the
Greek
language!
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