
Speaking English



Before speaking activities
Choose a topic that you know your students can handle based on
their level and language skills. You could try pre-teaching some
vocabulary that you feel might come in handy during the specific
activity. I have to admit, though, I have never done this as I feel
emergent language works better for the students because it allows
their spontaneity and imagination to run free. It goes without saying
that students of all levels need support and preparation time. You
will decide whether you want them to work in groups or individually
but make sure your instructions are clear regarding what they need
to do before speaking and during the activity.
After speaking activities
You can assign a writing task such as a story for homework activity
after you have discussed some photos in class. You could ask the
students to choose a character from a photo and write a story from
that person’s perspective. It could be the story of the photo, or their
day or even their whole life. Another idea worth trying is the “what
if?” scenario. For example, we see a man sleeping in the street in the
photo, the writing task could be “What if this person had a new
opportunity in life?” Alternatively, the students can write a letter to
somebody. It is up to you to choose if you want them to write the
letter to the person of the photo or if they should pretend they are
the person in the photo and they’re writing a letter to a friend to talk
about their point of view. An interesting task would also be to ask
the students to imagine they have to interview the person(s) shown
in the photo and write down the dialogue. Post-speaking activities
are a great tool as they give the students the opportunity to reuse
the language learnt during the lesson and they also provide the
ground for them to creatively construct ideas and connections to the
real world.
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