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The Christmas Tree

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow: v
The tradition of the Christmas tree dates back to the 16th century in Germany. Early 8

Christmas trees were often decorated with candles, apples, and other treats. People
believed that the tree brought joy and light during the cold winter months. The
custom of placing a decorated tree inside the home spread to other parts of Europe,
especially in the 19th century.

In Britain, Queen Victoria and her German husband, Prince Albert, played a big role
In popularizing the Christmas tree. In 1841, they put a decorated tree in Windsor
Castle, which was soon copied by many families across the country. By the late |
19th century, the tradition was also becoming popular in the United States,
especially among German immigrants.

Today, Christmas trees are decorated with lights, ornaments, and tinsel They are =
often the centerpiece of holiday celebrations in many homes worldwide. Some
families even gather around the tree to exchange gifts or sing Christmas carols.
Artificial trees are also common, but many people still choose real trees for the
authentic smell and look The Christmas tree continues to be a symbol of holiday
cheer, bringing families and friends together during the Christmas season.

1 Where and when did the tradition of the Christmas tree begin?
2. What were the first Christmas trees decorated with?
3. Who helped make the Christmas tree popular in Britain?

4. When did Christmas trees become popular in the United States?



=
Z

& The Christmas Card

Complete the paragraph below with the missing words:

designs individual drinking wishes sending printed shops

The tradition of ... Christmas cards started in the UK in 1843 A man named $
Henry Cole wanted to send holiday greetings to his friends but didnt have time to :
write letters. He asked an artist, John Calcott Horsley, to design a card |
that could be and sent to many people at once. The first Christmas
card showed a family ... wine and celebrating together. Over time,

the Idea spread to other countries, and people started to send cards with

different ... and messages. Today, Christmas cards are a popular
way to wish friends and family a merry Christmas and share
FESHIVE e Some people even make their own cards,
while others buy cards from ... or online.

@ The Christmas Carols

Read the text below and decide if the sentences that follow are True or False:

The tradition of Christmas carols dates back to medieval times. The word "carol”
originally meant a joyful song or dance. During the early years of Christianity,
carols were not specifically Christmas songs but were sung during festivals to
celebrate different occasions. By the 13th century, Christmas carols became more
closely connected to the holiday. The church encouraged the singing of carols in
religious services. Over time, carols became more festive and were sung by groups
of people, often going door to door to spread Christmas cheer.
P One of the first Christmas carols was "The Boar's Head
@ Carol," sung during a Christmas feast in the 15th century. The
@ custom of caroling spread throughout Europe and eventually to H N
other parts of the world Many of today's most famous LNV
Christmas carols, such as "Silent Night" and "Joy to the World," were ¢ i \
written in the 18th and 19th centuries. :




| > Caroling became a tradition in the UK and the US, where
ey p groups of people, called carolers, would go from house to house,
singing to spread holiday spirit. Today, carols are an important part of
Christmas celebrations, heard in churches, stores, and on the streets.
They are enjoyed by people of all ages, reminding us of the joy and spirit
of the holiday season.
1The word "carol” originally meant a joyful song or dance.

2 Christmas carols were first connected to the holiday in the 13th century.

3 The first Christmas carol was "Silent Night."

4. Carolers originally sang songs only in churches.

5.The tradition of Christmas carols spread from the UK to other

parts of Europe and the world.
6 Christmas carols are only sung in religious services today.

what is your favourite Christmas tradition and why?

If you could add a new activity for the holidays, what
would it be? write a paragraph with your ideas for these
questions:



Christmas Traditions -Teacher’s B1

The Christmas Tree

1 Where and when did the tradition of the Christmas tree begin?

Answer: The tradition of the Christmas tree began in Germany in the Teth century.

2. What were the first Christmas trees decorated with?

Answer: The first Christmas trees were decorated with candles, apples, and other treats.

3. Who helped make the Christmas tree popular in Britain?

Answer: Queen Victoria and her German husband, Prince Albert, helped popularize the Christmas tree in
Britain.

4. When did Christmas trees become popular in the United States?

Answer: Christmas trees became popular in the United States in the 19th century

5. What is one reason why the Christmas tree tradition continues to be important today?

Answer: The Christmas tree brings families and friends together and symbolizes holiday cheer during
the Christmas season.

The Christmas Card

The tradition of sending Christmas cards started in the UK in 1843. A man named Henry Cole wanted to
send holiday greetings to his friends but didnt have time to write individual letters. He asked an artist,
John Calcott Horsley, to design a card that could be printed and sent to many people at once. The first
Christmas card showed a family drinking wine and celebrating together. Over time, the idea spread to
other countries, and people started to send cards with different designs and messages. Today,
Christmas cards are a popular way to wish friends and family @ merry Christmas and share festive
wishes. Some people even make their own cards, while others buy cards from shoeps or online.

The Christmas Carols

1The word "carol" originally meant a joyful song or dance. True

2.Christmas carols were first connected to the holiday in the 13th century. True

3 The first Christmas carol was "Silent Night" False (The first Christmas carol was "The Boar's Head
Carol.")

4 Carolers originally sang songs only in churches. False (Carolers went door to door to spread
Christmas cheer)

5.The tradition of Christmas carols spread from the UK to other parts of Europe and the world. True

6.Christmas carols are only sung in religious services today. False (They are also sung in many other
settings, like on the streets and in stores)
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Thank you for downloading my material! By downloading this you are agreeing that:

The content is the intellectual property of the website_www.ruthlessteacher.com and its creator
Charisi Giolanta and is protected by law. All the material in print or digital form is intended for personal
educational use only. It may in no way be sold, traded, modified, transmitted and/or distributed in
whole or in part, nor translated and adapted. Only fragmentary republishing of this educational
material is permitted on other websites, provided it is always accompanied by the page name (Ruthless
Teacher) and relevant hyperlinks redirecting to http://ruthlessteacher.com/. Retransmission and
sharing of hyperlinks that lead to direct viewing and saving/downloading of the files is prohibited.
Major thanks to

Canva Pro for the basic tools | used to create the writing templates. For the images included in many of
the activities a variety of resources was used: Pixabay, Pexels, Unsplash, Flickr and Wikimedia for
images in the public domain. Where there is a copyrighted image, it is always accompanied by the
appropriate credits.

For any questions you may have you can message me at  info@ruthlessteacher.com

Zag EUXAPLOTW TOU KATEBACATE TO UALKO pou! Avutopata OCUHPWVELTE OTL
To TepLleXOPEVO aTOTEAEL TIVELPATLKN) LELOKTNOLA TOU SLadLlktuakou tomou www.ruthlessteacher.com kat
NG Snuloupyol Tou Xapion MoAAVTAG Kal TTPOCTATEVETAL ATO T VOU0Beoia. To EKTALSEUTLKO UALKO O€
EKTUTIWOLUN 1] Yn@Llakn pop@r TpoopilleTal yla TTPOOWTILKY EKTIALSEVUTLKA Xprion Hovo. Aev pmopel o€
Kapla TEPLTTWON va amMOTEAECEL OUVOALKA 1 €V HEPEL QVTLKE(PEVO TwANnong, Slampaypdrteuong,
TpoTmoToinong, petadoong n/kat dtavopng pe KAbe tpoto. Emitpenetal o€ AAAOUG SLaSLKTUAKOUG TOTIOUG
HOVO N ATOCTACHATLKI] avadnpooleuon eKMALSEUTIKOU UALKOU, PE TnV Tpolmdbeon va cuvodevetal
mavta amod 1o ovopa tng oeAidag (Ruthless Teacher) kal ToOug OXETIKOUG UTEPOUVEEGHOUG TIOU
avakateuBuvouv oto http://ruthlessteacher.com/. AmayopeUetat n avapetddoon Kal Kolwvomoinon
UTLEPOUVEECPWY TIou 0dnyouv oe ameubelag mpoPoAn; kat amobrjkeuon/download twv apxelwv.
MoAAd euxapLotw o€

Canva Pro ywa ta Baolka epyaAela Tou xpnolgomowiBnkav kat ta mpotuma. OL €LKOVEG TOU
meEpNapBdavovtal o€ TOAAEG SpaoTNPLOTNTEG avIARBnKav amd SLAPOopPEG TNYEG TIOU TAPEXOUV UALKO
eAEVBEPO  TveLpATIKWY Slkawwpatwyv: Pixabay, Pexels, Unsplash, Flickr kat Wikimedia. ‘Omou
Xpnotlyomoleital €lkdva ToU UTIOKELTAL O€ TIEPLOPLOKOUG TIVEUHATIKWY SIKALWPATWY, Tavta yivovtal ot
OXETLKEG AVaPOopPEG OTOoUugG KOAALTEXVEG-EnpLoUpPYOUG.
MNa o,TLénmote XpeLAfeoTe PMOPELTE VA EMKOLVWVNOETE palil pov oto info@ruthlessteacher.com

Follow me for more educational material-AKoOAOUBOTE PE YLA TEPLOGOTEPO UALKO
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