
CHRISTMAS
Activities



THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS CARD

Read the online article by John Hanc on Smithsonian
magazine and answer the questions below: 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-christmas-
card-180957487/

.1. Who is credited with creating the first Christmas card?

2. What was the main reason he decided to create Christmas cards?

3. Where and when did the first American Christmas card originate?

4. What type of images were commonly featured on early American Christmas
cards?

5. How did the Hallmark company contribute to the Christmas card industry?

Now summarise the article in 10 lines:

In your opinion what would be the ideal wishes on a
Christmas card?

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-christmas-card-180957487/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-christmas-card-180957487/


THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS CARD
TEACHER’S C1-C2

.1. Who is credited with creating the first Christmas card?
Henry Cole, with the help of artist J.C. Horsley, created the first Christmas card in 1843.

2. What was the main reason he decided to create Christmas cards?
He wanted to respond to many holiday letters without writing individual replies due to
his busy schedule.

3. Where and when did the first American Christmas card originate?
The first American Christmas card was created in 1875 by Louis Prang in Boston.

4. What type of images were commonly featured on early American Christmas
cards?
Early American cards typically featured nature scenes, animals, and flowers rather
than Christmas or holiday images.

5. How did the Hallmark company contribute to the Christmas card industry?
Hallmark started printing holiday cards in 1915, creating a folded format that became
the industry standard. They also brought in artists to design cards.
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